THE   KING-EMPEROR               173
the forces in all parts of the Empire. On
their loyalty, too, he could count, for this
has always been "the proud tradition of the
British Army."
The message to the Colonies bears on it
the impress of that personal knowledge which
King George had gained, not only in the official
tour in 1901, but in all his visits to various
countries where he was stationed when still
actively employed in the Navy. He is often
spoken of as a " much travelled king," but his
experience of the " Britain beyond the seas "
is not merely that of a passing sight-seer. He
has known parts of his Empire from boyhood,
and has had happy days of light-hearted sport,
as well as earnest years of political study.
There is nothing " insular " about King George
except his love of the sea. When therefore
he addressed his colonial possessions, he needed
no grave statesman to advise him as to the
expressions in conventional use, but with his
own hand he wrote what his heart dictated.
" To My People Beyond the Seas.
ce The innumerable messages of kindness from my loyal
subjects beyond the Seas have deeply touched my heart,
and have assured me that I have in full measure their
sympathy in the great trial which has befallen me and
them, that my sorrow is their sorrow, that we share a
common loss.